
HANKERTON HISTORY – DID YOU KNOW?  #2 
 
 

A few years ago Hankerton History Group 
obtained a copy of the Tithe map of 
Hankerton for 1841. It has been a great 
source of information showing who owns 
which area of land and who was 
occupying the land and therefore paying 
a tithe. Did you know that there were 427 
separate parcels of land identified in this 
small parish? 
 
The map shows the area from the tithe 
map around the church which is marked 
by the green diamonds on the right. It is 
also available on the Know Your Place 
web site 
https://maps.bristol.gov.uk/kyp/?edition=wilts where you can overlay old maps with those of 
today and see what used to exist where your house now stands. 
 
 

The map also shows where buildings 
no longer exist. Look at the plot 
labelled 128.This is the piece of land 
almost opposite Follyfield. It is 
described by Historic England as an 
Outfarm with an L-shaped courtyard 
and comprised barns and a yard, all 
were demolished in the 19th century. 
You can still see the remaining wall if 
you look carefully through the 
vegetation, taking care with traffic.  
 
The Tithe map schedule tells us that 
this piece of land, owned by Earl 
Suffolk was farmed in 1841 by Daniel 

Jacques. Daniel also farmed 27 other pieces of land, according to census records the 
Jacques family lived in the village between 1841 and 1871. 
 

Whilst having a good look at the wall I am sure 

you will spot the carved sign on the right. This is 

an Ordnance Survey bench mark, the height of 

the horizontal bar was accurately measured by 

spirit level and used to provide a network of 

points of known height. They used to be on OS 

maps and there were around half a million bench 

marks in Great Britain. They are not needed any 

more due to GPS mapping and about half have 

now disappeared. 

Happily Hankerton’s bench mark is still clearly 
visible. 
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